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ESV 
Luke 13:1-9 

 There were some present at that very time 
who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2 And he answered them, "Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than all 
the other Galileans, because they suffered in 
this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those 
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 
and killed them: do you think that they were 
worse offenders than all the others who lived 
in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all likewise perish." 6 And he 
told this parable: "A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking 
fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to 
the vinedresser, 'Look, for three years now I 
have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 
find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up 
the ground?' 8 And he answered him, 'Sir, let 
it alone this year also, until I dig around it and 
put on manure. 9 Then if it should bear fruit 
next year, well and good; but if not, you can 
cut it down.'" 
 

NIV 
Luke 13:1-9 

 Now there were some present at that time 
who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 

Jesus answered, "Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the 
other Galileans because they suffered this 
way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, 
you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen 
who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them-- do you think they were more guilty 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will 
all perish." 6 Then he told this parable: "A 
man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, 
and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not 
find any. 7 So he said to the man who took 
care of the vineyard, 'For three years now 
I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig 
tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why 
should it use up the soil?' 8 "'Sir,' the man 
replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and 
I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit 
next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 
 

1. Writing our own Bible Studies 

• Aim of this section is to think about what goes into writing our own Bible Studies. 

• The expectation coming out of this is not that you will write all of your own studies for the 

rest of the year (although if you did – I can tell you that you would find that incredibly 

rewarding and so would your group). The expectation is that sometime in the year you will 

give this a go – hopefully more than once. 

• My hope is that this will equip us further as leaders and as people who can handle the Bible 

well. 

 

• Most of us are time poor – so let’s work out a quick way to prepare a Bible study that we can 

be fairly certain is not heretical! 

• I thought to do that we would look at Luke 13:1-9. 

 

• 6 steps 

STEP 1 – Discover what the passage says 

• Aim of this step is simply to get to know the text. 
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• The better study will usually mean the leader has not skimped on this step. In fact it makes 

the rest of your work so much easier. 

• Read the Passage – a few times if need be – just get to know it. 

• I have given you two translations here (you can get them free from www.biblegateway.com) 

including the one that you will be working from in group (NIV1984 – because that is what 

church uses) – it gives you a comparison that might raise some questions. 

• Do this wherever – in the pockets of time that you have across the week – don’t make this 

grander than it needs to be – but be intentional. 

Exercise 

� What do you notice? 

 

 

� Who is speaking? 

 

 

 

� Key words or phrases – repeated, emphasised, weird, loaded? 

 

� Structure or flow 

 

� What is the surprise or trick/s in the passage? 

 

 

 

� What questions do it raise that I need answers for? 
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• The point of step 1 is just discovery – to raise the questions. Not to nail down 

answers. 

• If you want the group to understand the passage – then in many ways you are doing 

what you will be asking the group to do – so this step is to ensure you are a step 

ahead. 

STEP 2 – Put the passage in the picture 

• Step 2 begins the process of nailing things down. The aim is correct understanding. 

 

 

Context – what is happening around it? 

 

• Work this out be reading the texts around – just try and work out what is going on. 

Put yourself in the picture. Who, where, what, when type questions. 

 

• Now it is worth pointing out here that the style of literature does come into play 

here – the text needs to be read the way that is aims to be read! 

• Narrative (e.g. Genesis, 1 & 2 Samuel, the Gospels etc.) 

• Law (e.g. Leviticus, Numbers) 

• Sermon (e.g. Deuteronomy, Hebrews) 

• Prophecy (e.g. Isaiah, the minor prophets etc.) 

• Poetry (e.g. Song of Songs) 

• Wisdom (e.g. Ecclesiastes) 

• Song or Prayer (e.g. Psalms) 

• Apocalyptic (e.g. Daniel, Revelation) 

• Parable (e.g. in the Gospels) 

• Epistle (letter) (e.g. Paul’s letters – both general or specific) 

• History (e.g. Acts) 

 

Work out or find the answers to your questions? 

 

• You know what your questions are – so work out or find the answers! 

• The best place to look is in the text 

•   – the logic or detail in the text (e.g. Luke 17:21 ‘the kingdom of God is within 

you’ (NIV) – sometimes the answer is the simplest – Jesus is among them!) 

• - the cross references 
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•  – but be ready to work out the limit of the text. Sometimes the text does not 

say which is usually an indication that the finer details are a distraction (you 

will find that with Luke 13:1-9). 

• There are times when other resources may help – a commentary is a help here. 

 

Exercise: 

Context – what is happening around it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work out or find the answers to your questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leaders Training: 2D – Study Prep: Writing your own Bible Studies     

 

Ken D Noakes  5 

Seminar 2D - Writing your own Bible Studies (Participants Notes).docx 

STEP 3 – Make it simple – what is the central truth? 

• Bring the threads together – make your task easier by working out what the 

fundamental message of the passage is. It could be saying lots of things – but what is 

most important? 

• Contain it in a short statement 

• The aim is to answer the question – What is God fundamentally saying in this passage? 

Exercise 

What is God saying in the passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Excellent – you now know what you are trying to teach from the passage. 

STEP 4 - Check if you are a heretic? 

• Quickly before you jump into working out the questions for your Small Group – just check 

yourself. 

• The mental block for many people when it comes to writing their own studies is confidence 

– a fear that we might say or teach something wrong – and that is a good concern. 

• Don’t let it stop you. Here is a simply way to check yourself. 

 

Think of a Gospel outline. 

� God the loving Creator 

 

� Sin destroys – all sin 

 

� God judges sin – ultimately in death 

 

� God gives life in Jesus 

 

� Repent and believe 

 

� Eternity is good 

 

 

Ask yourself – will what I say (in my central truth statement) contradict any core gospel 

truth? 
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• If the answer is no – back yourself. At worst you may get some details wrong, but you won’t 

lead someone astray. 

• If the answer is yes – then relook at the text, the context, and your central truth and fix the 

error. 

Exercise: 

Will what I say (in my central truth statement) contradict any core gospel truth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 5 – How does it apply? 

• On the home stretch – Step 5 is about working out why the passage should matter to you 

and those in your group. Again don’t labour this point. 

• Any text in the Bible has a purpose – it could be to inform, challenge or change – but all in 

order to save. 

• Recognise that will means that the eventual application could affirm or change both attitude 

and behaviour. 

 

• Two questions to ask: 

 

Why is it important for me to hear this passage? 

• You have done the work – make sure you benefit from your work! 

 

Why is it important for my listeners to hear this passage? 

• You know your group better than anyone – serve them. 

• It may help to think about the passage in relation to the group 

•  Do they know it? 

•  Do they believe it? 

•  Do they obey it? 

•  Do they love it? 

•  Do they live it? 
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Exercise: 

Why is it important for me to hear this passage? 

 

 

Why is it important for my listeners to hear this passage? 

 

 

 

 

STEP 6 - Write the Study 

• Now you have all the pieces of the puzzle. Your work will pay off. 

• Write the study to draw out the Central Truth from the passage – here is a simple pattern. 

 

Observation Questions  

• Get people to look at the text 

 

Explanation Questions 

• Get people to think about what the text means 

 

Central Truth Question 

• Get people to focus on the central truth 

 

Application Question 

• Get people to apply the central truth to their attitudes or behaviours 

 

Launching Question  

• This is not first question you write in prep – but is the first question you ask to get 

the group going. 

• Be creative on this one – you largely have the study complete. How could you 

creatively get people to deal with the text? You might find the creative method may 

be the way to launch you into the study. 

 

Note: On Church Central there are two templates: 

a) Bible Study Preparation Template (to order your research) 

b) Bible Study Template (to construct your actual Bible Study) 

https://trinitycity5pmchurch.org/bible-studies/training-papers/small-group-leading/ 
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Exercise: 

Write the study – no more than 10 questions.  

 

Observation Questions  

 2.  

 

 3.  

 

 4.  

Explanation Questions 

 

5. 

 

 

6.  

 

 

7. 

 

Central Truth Question 

 8. 

 

Application Question 

 

9. 

 

10. 

 

 

Launching Question (remember – last to write, first to deliver.) 

 

1.  

 

Close 

• Well done – you have a Bible Study ready to go when your groups kick off. 
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• Before we finish – let me point out one last observation. Training takes time – so that 

exercise may have felt laboured – but the actual Bible Study prep time was… 52 minutes 

 

STEP 1 – Discover what the passage says - 10 minutes 

STEP 2 – Put the passage in the picture - 10 minutes 

STEP 3 – Make it simple – what is the central truth? - 2 minutes 

STEP 4 - Check if you are a heretic? - 5 minutes 

STEP 5 – How does it apply? - 5 minutes 

STEP 6 - Write the Study - 20 minutes 

 

• Yes – some passages will take more work, but generally don’t labour the point! Let’s trust 

that God will lead us through. 

• Thanks for putting the work in. 

 


