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QUICK RECAP from earlier Training  

!  

ASK THE OBVIOUS APPLICATION QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TEXT 
It is a useful first-pass task to ask some simple questions of the passage to 
identify issues raised by the text and how they might simply be applied: 

• Is there a command for me to obey? 
• Is there a reason for thanksgiving, worship or praise? 
• What does the passage teach me about God / Jesus / the Holy Spirit? 
• How does the passage fit with what I already know? 
• Is there a promise to depend on? 
• Is there an example to follow? 
• Is there a sin to avoid or confess? 
• What does this passage teach me about myself? 
• What does this passage teach me about others? 

The really important question under all this is  
• What will you do in response to this passage? 
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IDENTIFY THE TYPES OF POSSIBLE APPLICATIONS 
Broadly speaking, it can be helpful to identify two broad types of application: 

• Belief applications – that correct false ideas / doctrine or confirm what is 
true 

• Behaviour applications – that correct and address our behaviours and 
attitudes  

It is all too easy to fall into the trap of separating what we believe [about what 
the passage teaches] from our behaviours. So it is important to recognise that 
these application types are joined; Christian belief results in changed behaviour. 
Christian behaviour should only be derived from right doctrine / beliefs. What you 
believe drives what you think, say and do; likewise, what you do, say or think 
reflects what you believe [a la James 2:14]. 

UNDERSTAND THE MEANING IN CONTEXT 
As we seek to apply the text to our own context we need to recognise that we 
live in a different time, place and culture to the original readers of God’s word.  

• Some things change 

• Some things stay the same 
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GROUND THE APPLICATION IN CONTEXT 

We too easily leave application floating in the realm of abstract ideas. We 
need to help each other bring it home to our real-world context. It can be 
helpful to focus people’s thinking and bring commitment and 
accountability by asking follow up questions: 

• How and when will you do it? 
• What will help you do it? 
• What will hinder you doing it? 

You may want to think about how the passage could apply to the big 
areas of your life such as: 

The outcome of this is that we can apply the passage in four possible 
contexts: 

1. Individuals – Our personal response to the passage; which 
involves belief and behaviour.  

2. The Small Group – Actions and behaviours the group puts in place 
and how the group members relate to each other and the world 

3. The Church – Identify doctrines and practices taught in the wider 
church and how they fit with what we find in the passage; what is 
our corporate response? 

4. The World – What truth does the passage reveal that contrasts to 
the value system of the world? What is our personal / group / 
corporate response? 

Worship Relationships Family Church

Personal Work Recreation Money Spiritual Life
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AN EXAMPLE - TITUS 1:5-9 

Then and now… 
What changes: 

What stays the same? 

What different types of applications might we draw out? 
Belief: 

Behaviour: 

How might this apply to us as 
Individuals? 

A small group? 

Our church? 

Remember to try and be specific. When and how will you change? What 
will help, what will hinder? 
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How do we identify what has changed and what stays the same?  

Are there similarities in the ancient situation and the modern situation? We see 
an example of this in 1 Corinthians 10 where Paul seems some strong similarities 
between the situation of Israel in the wilderness and that of the Corinthians and 
applies the Old Testament text to them.  

Does the main idea have a foundation in the creation order? For example, the 
teaching of Jesus on divorce in Matthew 19 is grounded in a creation ordinance 
(Matthew 19:6; cf. Genesis 2:24).  

Is there an appeal to the nature of God? Again, the teaching on divorce in Malachi 
2:13–17 seems to ground God’s objection to divorce in his objection to breaking 
faith. The covenant language in the passage seems imply that those who are his 
should not break faith with their wives (as he does not break faith in his covenant 
with his people).  

Is there an appeal to God's redemptive activity? For example, in Exodus 20:2–3 
the Lord notes that it was him who brought Israel out of the Land of Egypt and 
that therefore they should have no other gods before him. Of course, where we 
ask this question, we need to make sure that the appeal to God’s redemptive 
activity travels from one redemptive activity to another. In other words, if our 
redemption is from sin rather than Egypt, does the correlating demand still apply.  

The hermeneutical principle of scripture interpreting scripture may also have 
implications. Here we would ascertain if other scriptures had anything to add to 
the principle or point that we have grasped from the original passage. Is the 
principle repeated, changed, limited, questioned, or revoked by subsequent 
revelation. Is it consistent with the rest of the Bible’s teaching? For example, in 
relation to Sabbath observance, is it significant that this is the only one of the ten 
commandments that is not repeated in the New Testament? Another example 
would be the notion that a person reaps what they sow. While this principle is 
clear in parts of scripture (e.g. Proverbs 11:18; 22:8), other parts of scripture warn 
against it being interpreted too simplistically (e.g. Job and Ecclesiastes).  

Are there indicators within the text itself that the principle or main point that the 
original application of what is said here is culturally relative or normative?  
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Are there any indications within the larger biblical context that something is 
cultural or timeless. For example, Titus 2:5 urges women to busy at home. 
However, the godly wife of Proverbs is the provider for her family rather than the 
husband. Does this indicate that what is said in Titus 2 might be culturally 
specific?  

Distinguish between the central core of the message of the Bible (e.g. sin, Christ’s 
death and resurrection) and what is dependent or peripheral to it (e.g. women’s 
head coverings, charismatic gifts and ministries).  

Distinguish between what the New Testament itself sees as inherently moral and 
what is not. Those items that are inherently moral are absolute and abide for 
every culture.  

Take special note of items where the New Testament has a uniform and 
consistent witness and also where it reflects differences.  

Distinguish between the principle and the specific application. The principle is 
binding; the specific application is often relative.  

Does the NT specifically choose one ethical option when the surrounding culture 
offers more than one option? (e.g. homosexuality was both affirmed and 
condemned in the world of the New Testament and yet the New Testament 
authors uniformly condemn it)  

Keep alert to possible cultural differences between the first and twentieth 
centuries that are sometimes not immediately obvious (e.g. What does Romans 
13.1–7 mean for those who live in a participator democracy where it is expected 
that bad laws are changed and bad officials are ousted?).  

We need to be governed by Christian charity where there are differences in how 
we apply particular texts and start discussion by defining principles.  

Taken from Andrew Reid lecture notes 2011, Ridley Melbourne. Citing Stuart and 
Fee How to Read the Bible for All its Worth.  


