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Bible Talk Critique Form         (copy two-sided) 

 

Preachers Name:     Bible Passage/s: 

 

Context of Talk:      Start Time: 
(e.g. MAP Session, Church, Youth Group, Dinner etc.)      

        Finish Time: 

Talk Notes 
(e.g. Structure, Key Points, Memorable Phrases, etc.)      

         Constructive Comments 

         Areas to work on. 
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Content 
(Circle the following:  YES  MAYBE         NO) 

 

1. Was there a Main Point (Central Truth) through the talk? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

 What was it? ____________________________________    

   

2. Did the Main Point (Central Truth) come from the text? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

 

3. Was there anything said about the text that was wrong? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO  

 

4. Was the Bible Talk clear? 

  - Structure? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

  - Emphasis? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

 

5. Was the Bible Talk engaging? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

   

 How so? ________________________________________ 

 

6. Was the Bible Text applied? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

  

 What did it ask of you? _______________________________ 

 

Delivery 

 

7. Voice  - Variation in Pitch?  YES  MAYBE         NO 

  - Variation in Pace?  YES  MAYBE         NO 

  - Variation in Volume?  YES  MAYBE         NO 

   - Helpful Pauses?  YES  MAYBE         NO 

 

8. Was there energy and interest in the way the Bible Talk was delivered? 
         YES  MAYBE         NO 

Other Helpful Comments: 
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TEACHING NOTES 

Introduction 

 

To be a good critiquer of sermons sort of implies that you are a good listener! 

 

Consider for a moment how many sermons you may have listened too: 

 

 52 Sundays in a year (because on holidays we still go to church) +  

 2 or 3 conferences a year which tend to have 3-6 sermons at each (so let’s say 15) + 

 every Christian Wedding (let’s say 3 a year)  +  

 Christmas and Easter (add 3!)  

x by  

 the number of years you have been Christian (let say 6 years)  

 = approx. 438 sermons (give or take a few)! 

 

Are you a good listener to sermons? Hope so!! You are definitely a frequent listener of 

sermons so let’s think about how to ensure we make that count. 

Listening to Sermons 

 

So what is the right way to listen to a sermon?  With a soul that is 

prepared, a mind that is alert, a Bible that is open, a heart that is 

receptive, and a life that is ready to spring into action.
2
  

        (Phil Ryken)  

 Be prepared! 

• Don’t let the preacher have all the fun! Prepare yourself beforehand. Read the 

passage, pray, start getting into the text so that you are ready to hear what might be 

said. 

• Don’t let the preacher do all the work! Pray for him/her. Believe me, they need all 

the help they can get! (and will under God). 

 

 Prime the Body  

• What an outrage it causes whenever a preacher is late! Yet no such expectation is 

held to those coming to listen? Prime the body by being there ready and able to 

listen. 

 

 Engage the mind 

• Engaging the mind to listen to the sermon is a spiritual discipline. It requires 

alertness, focussed attention and a willingness to hear what God is going to say. 

• Take notes if it will help – why not straight into your Bible! 

• Ensure preaching to a two way exercise. 

 

                                                
2  Phil Ryken, ‘How to Listen to a Sermon’ in Reformation 21, Feb 2012. 
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 Open your heart 

• Listening to the Bible should not merely be an intellectual exercise – the Word of 

God addresses our hearts.  

• There is a vulnerability that should be considered to allow the Word of God to 

address us (by the Spirit) – our fears, sorrows, sins, doubts, confidences, loves, 

desires and praises. 

 

 Bible Open and Ready 

• We should assume that the preacher will be preaching from the Bible and as such 

have it open ready to check out what is said. Do as the Bereans do ‘they received the 

message with great eagerness and examined the scriptures very day to see if what 

Paul said was true.’ (Acts 17:11) 

• Chase the preacher through the Bible text/s. 

 

 Be doers of the Word 

• Good preaching will call for a response – in thought, desire or action. 

• Don’t just listen to the word – Do what it says! (James 1:22) 

• No preacher wants the sermon wasted on his/her hearer – so don’t let it. 

 

Critiquing Sermons 

Okay, now that we are listening – let’s turn our attention to what we are listening too! 

 

I used to go along to football matches to watch one of my God-sons play soccer. Love 

watching. On one occasion, I was asked to step in and be a line judge. Disaster! I can 

appreciate the game, but that does not mean I know what I am looking at and it definitely 

does not mean I could determine what was right or wrong! 

 

There is a similarity when it comes to critiquing sermons. We may have heard many 

sermons, but that does not automatically mean we are listening for what really matters and 

so when it comes to critiquing, people do it differently!! Let’s get on the same playing field. 

 

� [Ask the group] What should you look for in a good sermon? 

  - use the whiteboard to list answers. 
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• In the New Testament – it is the Apostle Paul who says the most about preaching. 

• Have a look at what Paul says to Timothy about his preaching – 2 Tim 4:1-5: 

 

Preaching should… 

� Preach Christ – when popular or not (2) 

� Correct, rebuke and encourage (2) 

� Carefully instruct with great patience (2) 

� Teach sound doctrine – even when people/world refute it (3) 

� Be hard work, evangelise and be part of the duties of the minister (5) 

 

• Consider what Paul says to the Ephesian Elders – Acts 20:17-31. 

Preaching should… 

� Come from a humble servant (19) 

� Be helpful to those who hear (20) 

� Call people to turn to God in repentance and have faith in the Lord Jesus (21) 

� Testify to the gospel of God’s grace (24) 

� Proclaim the whole will of God (27) – which I take is the Scripture fulfilled by 

the gospel. 

� Be part of how the shepherd overseas the church of God in his care (28) 

� Warn against false teaching (31) 

 

• And look at what he says to the Corinthians – 1 Cor 3:5-15. 

Preaching should… 

� Recognise that it is God’s work – through different preachers (5-6) 

� Carefully build – on a foundation which is the gospel of Jesus Christ (11) 

� Be tested – and will be by God (14-15). 

 

So let’s think about how that might translate into our sermon critique. 

 

 Fundamental Questions to ask of the sermon: 

 

There are many helpful questions which could be asked of any sermon in critique – but what 

are the first order questions of greatest concern? 

 

1. Did the sermon have a Central Truth (or Big Idea or Main Idea)? 

• Just about every book on preaching will call on the preacher to have a clear central 

truth. There is a reason – a clear central truth helps the listen grasp what the 

passage is saying, give unity to the talk, and focus the preacher and the listener. 

 

2. Did the Central Truth come from the passage? 

• In many ways this is even more important than having a central truth! Does the 

sermon say what is true to the Bible? If it doesn’t it has failed. Remember what the 

Corinthians were told about laying a foundation which will be tested (1 Cor 3:11, 14-

15) 
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3. Was the gospel preached? 

• Given what we have seen in 2 Tim 4 and Acts 20, the gospel is a fundamental part of 

proclamation. Was the gospel of Jesus Christ proclaimed? Did the preacher help the 

listener to meet Jesus, the one whom fulfils the Old Testament and commands the 

New Testament? Spurgeon said ‘make a beeline for the cross’! 

 

4. Was the listener addressed? 

• Timothy was called to preach so that those who heard would be corrected, rebuked 

and encouraged (2 Tim 4:2). I take it that a key part of preaching is ensuring that the 

listener is addressed as appropriate. Preaching should build up the church. The 

assigned task of the preacher is to water or plant such that the work of God will 

continue to grow in those who hear (1 Cor 3:5-6). 

 

 Secondary Questions to ask of the sermon: 

 

With the fundamental questions now considered there are a few other secondary order 

questions which are worth considering. 

 

5. Was the sermon clear - in structure and purpose? 

• Good preaching makes the profound sound simple and clear. The listener 

appreciates clarity and purpose. 

 

6. Was the sermon engaging – and how so? 

• Good preaching will engage the listener – and it will hold attention. 

 

7. Was the Bible Text applied? What did it ask of you?  

• The difference between implication and application is significant. The implication of 

any passage is timeless. It is the fundamental meaning of the passage. The 

application will change depending on the listeners and the context. 

• How was the meaning of the passage applied to you? 

 

Now we turn to presentation considerations. 

 

8. How did the preacher use his/her voice?  

• Was there variation in pitch, pace, volume and pause? 

 

9. Was there energy and interest in the way the Bible Talk was delivered? 

• If the preacher is interested, then I might be. 

 

 Critiquing 

 

To help in the act of critiquing a sermon – then use a critique form. Attached is one which 

covers the questions asked above. 
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The preacher will benefit from your gracious, considered, specific and content driven 

feedback. The preacher’s future listeners will thank you for the time you spend in careful 

critique. 

 

 Feedback 

 

The aim, under God, is help the person develop further as a preacher. 

 

To do that: 

1. Be a learner before you are a judge. 

2. Be positive and specific about the good elements. 

3. Be clear and constructive about the errors. 

4. Uphold the person in prayer. 

 
 

Resources 

 

 Books: 

 

Joel R. Beeke How to Evaluate Sermons (Darlington: EP Books, 2012). 

 

Gary Millar &  

Phil Campbell   Saving Eutychus - How to preach God’s word and keep people awake 

(Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2013).  
 

 Web Resources: 

 

http://www.reformation21.org/articles/how-to-listen-to-a-sermon.php 

 

 

 


