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1.  What are we doing? 

• A simple introduction to what Christianity 

is about 

• Allows us each to look at the information 

about Christianity – then decide ourselves 

• Don’t have to read or pray aloud 

• Ask questions at any time 

• Make the most of the opportunity – it is a 

safe environment to learn and speak 
 

2. Meet Each Other  

 
 

3. Summary of Christianity 

• It is not complicated 

• God has revealed himself in the Bible 

• God has sent His Son (Jesus) who is His 

chosen King of His Kingdom 

• We all stand before God’s chosen King 

• God has promised to accept us in the 

same way that we accept Him now 

• So Christianity is about the relationship 

between us and God through Jesus 

• Our choice – to know and respond to 

Jesus 
 

4. Introducing the Bible  

• The Bible tells us about God, and what 

God has done for His world 

• We find out about Jesus in the Bible 

• The Bible is God’s “Rescue Plan” for us,  

He rescues His world by sending Jesus 

• Biblical Referencing: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

5. Introducing the Gospels.  

At the start of the New Testament there are 4 

eyewitness accounts of the life of Jesus. Each 

is called a “gospel” (means ‘good news’) and 

each focuses on slightly different things  

• Matthew – a long historical record of 

Jesus’ birth, death and resurrection 

(rising to life again) 

• Mark – a short record of the last 3 

years of Jesus life – this is the book we 

will focus on 

• Luke – written by a doctor, so he 

speaks a lot about the miracles that 

Jesus did 

• John – a book that looks back at Jesus’ 

life and explains who Jesus is 
 

It is important that these are eyewitness 

accounts – it gives them credibility. 

• Did you know the Bible is the most 

reliable ancient document in history?  

• Compare Homer (Iliad – 643 copies)/Plato 

(7 copies)/Caesar (Gallic War – 10 copies)  

This course allows you to think and ask 

questions, don’t just listen to us, read and see 

for yourself! 

Jesus is the central character of the Bible – so 

as you read, ask yourself: ‘Who is Jesus?’ He 

is either a:  

 Liar – Is Jesus trying to trick people? 

 Lunatic – Is Jesus crazy? 

 Lord – Is Jesus who He says He is? 
 

So let’s look at what Mark tells us about 

Jesus. 

• thought to be Peter’s account of Jesus 

life (Peter was a follower of Jesus)  

• thought to be the earliest recorded 

account (~60-70 AD), and so about 30 

years after Jesus died and rose again.  

 

So let’s ask for Gods help to learn about Jesus 
 

6. Jesus the King 

Mark 1:1 (pg:    )  – Up front we know what 

Mark’s purpose is – it is the ‘gospel of Jesus 

Christ’ (another way of saying the ‘good 

news’ about Jesus. 

Mark 1:14-15 (pg:    )  Kingdom is near.   

What does it mean ‘near’ 

o = coming soon? 

o = beside you/within reach? 

o Both! 

Having announced the Kingdom, Jesus goes 

on to act as the King. We then see the 

authority of the King. 

 

 

 
 

Mark 3:1-3 

Chapter 

Book Verses 
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7. The Authority of Jesus 
 

1:21-26 (pg:    ) Authority as a teacher and 

authority over evil Spirits…  
 LIAR? LUNATIC? LORD? 

2:1-12 (pg:    ) Authority over sickness & sin.  

• Who has authority to forgive offence? The 

one offended.  

• Who has authority to forgive sin against 

God?  

• Here Jesus is making bold claims…  
 LIAR? LUNATIC? LORD? 
 

4:35-41 (pg:    ) Authority over nature… 
 LIAR? LUNATIC? LORD? 
 

5:35-43 (pg:    ) Authority over death 

• There are 3 different accounts of Jesus 

raising someone from the dead in the 

Gospels… 

o Jairus’ Daughter (c.f. Mark 5:35-43; 

Matthew  9:18-26; Luke 8:40-56) 

o Lazarus (John 11:1-44) 

o The Widow’s Son (Luke 7:11-17) 

 LIAR? LUNATIC? LORD? 
 

Maybe if you had one of these stories you might 

think it is a lie, or as a lunatic’s story – but put 

together, it seems we have a picture of several 

things that only someone who really was LORD 

could do? 

• Church tradition records that 11 out of 

the 12 apostles (Jesus’ closest disciples) 

were killed for what they said they saw. 

Although some people in Australia, Asia 

and beyond don’t believe these things 

are true, what did apostles (the people 

who followed him for years) think? 

• If Jesus was crazy (a lunatic), 

why would his followers follow him, 

and say he performed miracles? 

• If Jesus was a liar, how could 

he trick his followers again and again? 

• If the apostles knew that Jesus 

was a liar, why would they die for 

what they said happened, when Jesus 

had already gone? 
 

8. The Key Question: 
 

Who is this man? 

8:27 – 30 (pg:     )  

• Jesus asked his disciples 

• Peter answers – ‘You are the Christ.’ 

(OT: Messiah)  
 

Best human answers – he is only a ‘teacher’ or 

‘wise man’ – don’t seem good enough. His 

teachings are about himself (egocentric) and 

he claims to be the only way people can be 

with God in this life and forever. 

 

But if ‘Christ’ is the correct answer – then he 

would have to come and done only what God 

could do! Look at 8:31 (pg:    ). 
 

There is one more authority we see! 

1:16-20 (pg:    ).  

• At this point, Jesus had done nothing 

public to show what he could do but 

he starts his public ministry by calling 

people. 

• Jesus shows he has authority over 

people as he calls Simon, Andrew, 

James and John. 

• They show us how to respond to his 

authority as King – it is to turn, trust 

and follow. 
 

9. What is Christianity?... 
 

Christianity is a Relationship – not a set of 

rules and regulations. 
 

• It is not “working hard to impress 

God” or “trying to make God pleased 

with what you’ve done.”  

• Christians live the relationship. 

• It is a relationship between the King 

and you.  

• To live in the Kingdom of God we must 

come to the King. 
 

10. Questions… 

Ask anything to clarify where I might be 

unclear? 

 

Before next time: 

• Have a read of Mark 1-5 

• Ask yourself – who is this Jesus? 

• Be Critical – but open-minded. 


