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Apologetics – Faith vs. REASON 

Basis of this discussion guide is taken from Apologetics  MTC  Correspondence Course, (Sydney: MTC, 1996), Ch 3.Adapted by Ken D 

Noakes. 
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Welcome to 5pm Church Together. 

 

In February this year (at 5pm Church Together) we looked at ‘What is Apologetics?’ and 

‘Being an Apologist’ and in the process considered various approaches to apologetics. 

Apologetics is the exercise that Christians engage in when they defend what they believe (1 

Peter 3:15). 

 

Not dependent on the February sessions, but building upon them, I what us to consider one 

area of apologetic debate namely the area of reason. Our topic over the next two weeks is 

Faith vs. Reason – or more particularly – What is the place of REASON for a person of faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a fair amount of disagreement (out there!) which reflects hesitations that many 

Christians have regarding the place of reason with Christianity. Many major Australian 

University Philosophy departments appear to enjoy fuelling this debate amongst students 

and the result is that often young Christians are suspicious of philosophy and therefore 

reason. Academic theologians and apologists do not have the same concern. 

 

 

To address this confusion some definitions may help. 

 

 

 

Faith 

 

The word ‘faith’ can be used in different ways.  Consider how the Bible uses it: 

Exercise – Match the Bible references with the summarises. 

 

Reflection 

• By God’s grace, how did you come to be a Christian? Was it ultimately a 

leap of faith? Was it by reasoned argument?  

• Where would you place yourself on the following axis: 

 

FAITH                         REASON 
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Our concern in terms of Apologetics is less with ‘the faith’ as it is with what a person 

believes (i.e. what/who they have faith in). A person can say ‘I believe in God’ but mean two 

different things  

a)  ‘I believe that God exists’ or  

b) ‘I believe in God’ 

 

Keep these two alternatives in mind as we develop this further. 

 

 

Reason 

 

The word ‘reason’ can also be used in several ways.  Theological and philosophical language 

use it often to mean autonomous reason (that is, humanities attempt to build 

understanding independent from God). It can also be used in a neutral sense. For example: 

• ‘Reason’ – our capacity for rational sustained thought (as opposed to irrational). A 

person can think reasonably. 

• ‘Reason’ – logical deduction (e.g. 1 + 1 = 2) 

• ‘Reason’ – assessing the truth of something grounded in tangible evidence (e.g. the 

world is round) 

Col 2:7 - rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the 

faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

1 Tim 3:9 - They must keep hold of the deep truths of 

the faith with a clear conscience. 

Jude 3 - contend for the faith that was once for all 

entrusted to the saints. 

James 2:18-19 - "You have faith; I have deeds." 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 

faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. 

Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder. 

 

Jn 3:16 - whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. 

Matt 21:32 - and you did not believe him (John), but 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes did 

Jn 8:45 -  I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 

A set of propositions or accepted facts 

 ‘the faith’ 

wholehearted commitment to ... 

belief in something or someone 

 ‘having faith in..’ or ‘believing someone’ 

intellectual assent or cognitive 

understanding 

 ‘having faith that...’ or ‘believing that...’ 
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Our concern in terms of apologetics is this last one. How we know whether something is 

true or not. 

 

1. How damaging is sin to human ability to reason correctly? Can humans under the 

effects of sin think and arrive at right conclusions regarding God at all? 

 

No, according to the Bible, humans suppress the truth about God in unrighteousness (Rom 1:18) and so 

their thinking is futile (Rom 1:21). But, yes (in the case of Christians) by the work of the Spirit as revealed in 

Scripture. 

 

 

2. Does reason attack faith in God? There are miracles and events in the Bible which 

don’t appear to measure up to standard rules of rationality. Is Christian belief 

without foundation? 

 

Examples: walking on water, dividing two fish and five loaves, healing lame and blind men etc. No, because 

scripture testifies to the truth of God. 

 

 

History 

 

Our Western world has inherited a wide variety of ancient models for thinking about the 

world – the two most important: Hebrew and Greek. 

• Hebrew - innate belief in God and his nature 

• Greek - rational thinking, philosophy and debate. 

 

Then there are the proponents: 

 

a. Aurelius Augustine (AD 354-430) 

• Also known as Augustine of Hippo and St Augustine. 

• Background in Greek philosophy – but never at peace with 

reason. 

• Peace and meaning came through his encounter with Christ 

through the reading of scripture. 

• Position: faith preceded reason in the understanding of truth 

(backed up by Is 7:9 (if you do not stand firm in your faith, you do not stand at all!) and 1 Pet 3:15) 
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b. Anselm (AD 1033-1109)  

• Also known as Anselm of Canterbury (as he was the 

Archbishop of Canterbury from 1093 to 1109) 

• Credited as the founder of Scholasticism and famous for 

drawing the ontological argument for the existence of God 

(that is start with God as first and ultimate being). 

• Position: ‘first believe, so that we might come to 

understand the things which we believe’ 

 

c. Thomas Aquinas (AD 1225-74) 

• Convicted that the existence of God was not evident of itself to all 

people and that it therefore required proof. This of course led to 

‘reason’ to demonstrate the existence of God. 

• Position: belief in God in not only consistent with human reasoning 

but can be proved through appeal to natural reason without any 

appeal to God’s special revelation in Christ or in the Scriptures. 

• This approach has dominated Christian apologetics since. 

 

d. Martin Luther (AD 1483-1546) 

• Called reason  the ‘devil’s whore’ 

• That said he suggested that reason and common sense could be 

employed to solve many questions of everyday existence. But 

above this was the light of grace where God’s revelation of 

himself in Scripture gives us knowledge of himself that we could 

not get any other way.  

• Position: The proper use of reason was to examine God’s world as he created it 

and the improper use is when reason is used to examine God. 

 

e. John Calvin (AD 1509-64)  

• Originator of Calvinism 

• Saw knowledge of God and knowledge of ourselves coming 

together. 

• Position: faith and reason are hand in hand and cannot be broken 

apart. The two cannot be easily broken apart and it is not easy to 

determine which precedes and gives birth to the other. 
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The Bible and Reason 

 

3. The testimony of Scripture on the issue of faith and reason is overt. Consider the 

following sets of passages. What can be concluded from each? 

• Psalm 19 

• Acts 14:17 

• Acts 17:22-31 

• Romans 1:19 

• Romans 1:32 

• Romans 2:12-16 

Human beings have an awareness of God – through gospel or not. 

 

• Acts 9:22, 29 

• Acts 17:3 

• Acts 18:28 

Humans are able to reason about the gospel. Appeal to reason and fact. 

 

• Jn 14:6 

• Jn 5:39-40 

• Mark 4:1-20 

• Mt 11:25-30 

Special revelation though is needed for an intimate relationship with God and Jesus. Moves from Faith That, to Faith 

In.  

 

4. Given this testimony from scripture about knowing God, what is the imperative for 

Christians? 

• Rom 10:14-17 

We must preach the gospel. Speak it so that others will have the opportunity to hear it. 

 

 

5. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the testimony of God? What does that mean 

for us? 

 

• Jn 16:7-11 

The evangelist is the Spirit 

• 1 Thess 1:2-5 

We must pray, depending on God to fill us with the Holy Spirit with its power and conviction. 
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So let us consider how to put some of what we have discussed into practise. 

 

6. What points of contact or agreement exist between Christians and non-Christians? 

For example we all have a sense of the divine. What else? 

 

Have a desire for transcendence 

Have an idea of morality, seek to enter and maintain personal relationships 

We all die 

We all think  etc. 

 

Christians can argue that Christian faith answers or explains things of the world. Because we 

are reasoned beings we can explore those ideas whether or not the gospel addresses the 

issue. But ultimately the reason why the gospel makes sense and makes sense in our world 

is because there is a creator who made it all and a creator who has become man to save us. 

Exercise: 

 

In Groups (by question), look at your ‘issue’, consider the voice of the objector, then discuss 

what you could say from the Bible which may address the issue. 

 

Group 1: Why believe in God in the first place? 

 

The voice of the objector: 

Christianity just feels like a game that we are being asked to play. You Christians have all 

sorts of impressive excuses to get God off the hook, but it seems to me that the burden of 

proof is on anyone who claims to believe in an all-loving God to show that such a God exists. 

If you have to do all these theological gymnastics to preserve your faith, maybe it is because 

your faith is wrong! If God exists, why isn’t he more obvious? I don’t see how you can claim 

to know anything about God at all. 

 

 

Group 2: Do all non-Christians go to hell? 

 

The voice of the objector: 

It seems to me that there are many people all around the world believing different things 

(and sometimes supported by other holy books that are not the Bible). If being Christian 

means being ‘born-again’ does that mean that there and millions of unfortunate people (like 

the majority of the world) who are in fact going to be sent to hell by your all-loving God? 

How can this be, since they had nothing to do with when they were born, where they were 
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born, what culture they were born into, and even who they were born as! Yet these are the 

sorts of things heaven and hell hang on! How can there by one right way to God when there 

are so few who have the chance of finding that one way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


