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1. Standing for our faith in Christ before others can be difficult - What are the barriers? 

 

Self doubt, Argumentative, Shy, Not enough knowledge, Fear of rejection, Peoples reaction, Fear of changing relationships with colleagues, Not 

having a good example, Misplaced priorities, Deep seated prejudice, If haven’t lived it then can’t preach it. 

 

What is Apologetics? 

 

In 399BC the Greek philosopher Socrates (469BC-399BC) was accused of not believing in the 

city gods and of corrupting the young men of Athens.  He was placed on trial, not by official 

judge or jury, but by a 501 person citizen court set up to try him. Council voted against, he was 

sentenced to death. Drank hemlock and died – aged 70. 

 

Plato (423BC-347BC) had been discipled by Socrates. Plato appears to have witnessed the trial 

and recorded Socrates final defence speech – titled The Apology. Socrates claimed that what he 

was doing was ‘defending himself’ against false accusations and answering the charges brought 

by his accusers. 

 

Aristotle (384BC-322BC) a student of Plato wrote extensively in a wide range of fields but is 

thought to be the first to develop a comprehensive system of Western Philosophy. 

 

It is into this backdrop that Jesus Christ arrives, teaches and commissions his disciples. It is 

against this backdrop that the disciples taught and defended the truth of the gospel – consider 

the way Paul reasons with the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers in Athens (Acts 17:16-34).   

 

The apostle Peter called upon Christians to be prepared to make a defence to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for the hope that is in you (1 Peter 3:15). The word for ‘defence’ here is 

avpologi,an (apologia[n]) which means ‘a speech in defence’ or ‘an answer’. There are several 

times in the New Testament where a verbal defence is on show and it is used when someone is 

defending themselves against falsehood (e.g. Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Co. 9:3; 2 Co. 7:11; 2 Tim. 4:16) 

as well when someone is defending the gospel (e.g. Phil. 1:7, 16; 1 Pet. 3:15). These are the only 

examples where the specific ‘apologia’ word is used, but they are not the only places where the 

activity of apologetics occurs in the New Testament – as we will see. 
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So when Christians talk about apologetics we are talking about the same activity that Socrates 

was involved (secularly) and that Peter encourages us to do (christianly) – defend truth, answer 

objections, and in the case of Christians demonstrate the truth of what the gospel says. 

 

2. Read Acts 17:1-9 and 19:8-10 - What is happening? What is the result? 

 

 

DEBREIF 

 

3. The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called Synoptic
1
 gospels. What is 

different about the gospel of John (c.f. the way the gospels starts – Luke 1:1-4 vs. John 

1:1-18 and the way the gospel of John finishes – 20:30-31)? 

 

DEBREIF 

• Make the point that even the Bible writers make their case for Jesus in different 

ways. 

    

Christian Apologetics 

 

Christian Apologetics has a two-fold thrust: 

a. To outsiders – to explain the basis of Christian belief to enquirers and critics seeking to 

break down barriers to faith. 

b. To insiders – to strengthen the faith of believers against hostile criticism by those 

outside the faith (and sometimes those inside the faith!!). 

 

There are many barriers to faith (consider some of the reasons we suggested up front) – this is 

not a new thing. Although it may be useful to recognise that each person’s objection to faith 

may be driven from a different position – or positions: 

a. some intellectual (e.g. - I believe in evolution and believe that it is inconsistent with 

biblical creation) 

b. some philosophical (e.g. – I can’t be bothered with it. I am okay without it. All religions 

are the same.) 

c. some personal (e.g. – I  was molested by a Christian. Christianity is anti-women!) 

d. and some from simply a deep seated prejudice (e.g. The church is bigoted.) 

                                                 
1
 The term ‘synoptic’ comes from the Greek syn, meaning "together", and optic, meaning "seen". 
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And so in apologetics it is worth recognising that we can focus on the issue, but it is people we 

are seeking to persuade and so we have to be sensitive to a person’s individuality, circumstance 

and background in order to help them. Christian Apologetics is not about winning arguments, 

but winning people and winning them for Christ. 

 

Personal and Christian Characteristics of an Apologist 

 

4. Exercise: [In Groups] – Draw a picture Write a list of the perfect ‘Christian Apologist’. It 

may be helpful to distinguish between ‘Personal’ and ‘Christian’ characteristics. 

 

Practice what they preach, Relates well to others, Make time for people, Non-judgemental, Know their Bible, Know the authenticity of Bible 

documents, Know where the other person is at, Integrity, Desire to tell others, Prepared to listen, Perseverance, Believe in Christ, Prayer. 

 

DEBRIEF 

 

Personal Characteristics 

a. Real 

We as humans tend to open ourselves only to messages we already agree with – we 

have a built in resistance to change. So how do we help someone be more open? Treat 

them as we would like to be treated – a real person, with real emotions and real 

thoughts. 

� Help people to see what it means for us to be Christians – personally. Expose our 

frailties, doubts, faults and experience. Make it personal not intellectual. 

 

b. Credible 

A significant number of objections to faith exist because Christians have been poor 

witnesses. Our ungodliness or lack of credibility reflects on the message of the gospel 

(c.f. Rom 2:24). Conversely the characteristics of the person who speaks and lives 

credibly can often be a key factor for listeners coming to faith (c.f. 1 Pet 2:11-12ff to 

3:22). 

� Work to gain credibility. Sorry if this means hard work. Try hanging on a cross! 

 

c. Be prepared to fail 
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The gospel is the gospel which saves. Unless people hear the gospel they will not be 

saved and so we need to keep trying ways to persuade others of the truth of the gospel. 

Sometimes our attempts, presentation and creativity will fall on deaf hearts.  

� Try again! 

 

d. Committed 

For those of us who have not ‘always grown up as a Christian’, were you persuaded 

to become a Christian the first time you heard the gospel? Did it take a while to be 

persuaded?  

� A key personal characteristic of a Christian apologist is persistence and a 

commitment to stick with relationships and dialogue over the long haul. 

 

Christian Characteristics 

  

a. A Persuader 

Be aware of the world and the arguments our friends use against the gospel. Answer 

them, and if you don’t know how – find out.  

� Consider how Paul argues in Galatians (c.f. Gal 1:6-24, 2:15-21, 3:1-29) or 

how he addresses the Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17:22-34) defending the 

work of God as judge. 

 

b. Dependant on God’s actions 

How possible is it to argue someone into the kingdom of God? We must be 

dependant on God to work through our proclamation and defence.  

� Consider how Paul finishes his second letter to the Corinthians – he has 

offered some detailed and long argument (both in that letter and the one 

before and arguably the missing letters!) and he appears to be failing but he 

is confident that he is doing the right thing because it is God who will make 

the change he calls for in the church (2 Cor 13:1-10). 

 

c. Flexible 

Because we are more concerned with the person and their positive response to the 

gospel then we must be willing to change certain actions so that the true gospel 

message is heard. The risk – we might be misunderstood. The hope: we win another 

for Christ (but not for our glory). 
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� Consider again Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:20-23. Does this mean we can do 

anything in order to save someone? 

 

d. Gospel convictions 

Although, like Paul, we want to be flexible in our actions in calling someone to faith, 

we are still bound by our gospel convictions (or principles). Our method of 

presenting the gospel should not work against the content of the gospel. We should 

not preach the gospel of truth and yet do it in a deceptive manner. We cannot tell of 

the love of God while using force to coerce them into belief. 

� Consider what Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 2:3-8. 

 

e. Love – like Christ 

Jesus told his disciples to love and to be recognised for their love (Jn 15:12-17) and 

that command continues through to us today. We have been and are loved and so 

we should love in order that others would come to know the love of Christ. That is 

our ministry of reconciliation. 

� What does Paul say Christians should do in 2 Corinthians 5:11-15 – and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge 

 

We have considered some personal and Christian characteristics concerning apologetics. What 

has struck a cord for you – affirmed you in a way that you think or act, challenged you in the 

way you think or live? [in groups of 3 – then to finish, someone in the group pray] 
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Books to assist in this whole topic area 

 

John Chapman  Know and Tell the Gospel. Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2
nd

 Ed. 

1998. 

Timothy Keller The Reason for God – Belief in an Age of Scepticism. New York: 

Penguin, 2008. 

Paul E. Little  How to give away your Faith. Leicester: IVP, 2
nd

 Ed. 1988. 

Paul E. Little  Know Why You Believe. Illinois: IVP, 4
th

 Ed. 2000. 

Kel Richards  Defending the Gospel – what to say when people challenge your 

faith. Kingsford: Matthias Media, 2006. 

James W. Sire The Universe Next Door – a Guide Book to World Views. Illinois: 

IVP, 3
rd

 Ed. 1997. 

Simon Smart (ed.) A Spectator’s Guide to World Views – ten ways of understanding 

life. South Sydney: Blue Bottle Books, 2007. 

SMBC (ed.)  1
st

 Century Answers to 21
st

 Century Questions. Croydon: SMBC, 

2002. 

 

Courses to assist in this whole topic area 

Andrew Reid Apologetics - Moore College Correspondence Course. Newtown: 

MTC, 1996. 

Simon Roberts So Many Questions – How to answer common questions about 

Christianity. Kingsford, Matthias Media, Revised Ed. 2008. 

 

 

Websites: 

 

• http://www.publicchristianity.org/ 

 

• http://www.christianity.net.au/ 

 


